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Community 

Facilities

¾Community Facilities

·Dramatic fluctuations in energy prices

·Strain on finances

·Expensive to maintain and keep warm

·Economic driver to improve energy efficiency and 

look into renewable energy

Fortrose Town Hall Drumbeg Village Hall Skerray Village Hall



Energy 

Issues...

Caithness FM

·Many halls are completely uninsulated

·Many halls have inadequate and in efficient lighting

·Many halls have poor inefficient heating systems which 
can contribute to high bills

·User groups can be unaware of the energy costs of 
running their building.

¾ Chronic Heat Loss + High Energy Bills
= Sustainability of asset under threat
= Potential loss of essential community facilities

. 



Energy Management

¾ Monthly meter readings  
· compare to energy bills

¾ Usage plotted against months
· raise awareness

¾ switching off ...
· unnecessary equipment and lighting, turning heating off instead of 

opening windows

¾ Poster campaign 
· to encourage good practice.

¾ Clear labelling
· of switches and controls.

¾ Free posters & stickers can be found at the Carbon Trust 
website. www.carbontrust.co.uk

Energy 

management

Kinlochbervie Hall Strathnaver Museum Caithness FM

http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/


What can I 

do?..

¾ Roof insulation
·Current building standards ï270 mm

·On top of flat ceilings over between and over joists

· Insulating between the rafters of a roof where there is no ceiling 

· Lowering ceiling

¾ Wall Insulation
¾ New buildings didn't contain wall insulation until 1990s ïcavity wall 

insulation 

¾ External or internal cladding

¾ Floor Insulation
¾ Less heat lost than walls and roofs but still can be worth it

¾ Not possible in some buildings

Alness Bowling Club



¾ Fluorescent tubes

·Many halls will have T12 1 ½ inch diameter tubes

·Look at  replacing with T8 or T5 ïless energy 
requirement

¾ Tungsten filament

Åreplace with CFLs

·Same light with one quarter of demand

¾ LEDôs

·directional or display lighting

¾ Other measures

·Occupancy detection, daylight detectors , time 
switches....well communicated switch off strategy!

Lighting...



¾ Work out your demand
· washing up , hand washing, showers.

¾ Is your water tank to large for your demand?
·Look at downsizing hot water tanks plus check insulation 

on tank

¾ Is there long pipe runs from your tank to sinks?
·Point of use heating

¾ How controllable is the system?
·Fit flow controllers

·Thermostatic mixing valves

¾ Solar Water Heating
·Providing free hot water for 60% of the year

Resolis Hall

Hot Water



Heating.....

¾ What fuel do you use to heat your building?

¾ Electricity is the most expensive form of fuel

¾ How old is your boiler?

¾ Efficiency of boiler http://www.sedbuk.com/

¾ How do you control your heating?

¾ Thermostatic Radiator Valves (TRV) or room thermostats

¾ How old is your heat distribution system?

¾ Efficiency of radiators 

¾ When do you use your building

¾ timers?



Renewable 

Energy.....

¾ What are you resources?

¾ Wind 

¾ wind speeds/land availability

¾ Biomass

¾ Local fuel source/space for boiler and fuel store?

¾ Heat Pumps

¾ Land availability/electric heating already?

¾ Solar

¾ South facing roof, lots of roof space?

Torridon Village Hall ïGround Source HeatingTimespan Heritage Centre - Woodchip



How can I find 

out more ?

¾ Learning by examples 

ÅSupport from other groups 

who have been through 

process

¾ Funding available

¾ To cover costs of your 

committee to visit other 

communities projects

¾ CES Project Map
¾ (copy in your pack)

Avoch Woodchip Boiler


